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                                        GIRLS’  FOOTBALL COMPETITIONS.


Hirst Welfare in Ashington played host to the eagerly awaited girls’ football competitions for the coveted titles of Blyth/Bedlington SSP Champions. These re-arranged competitions, which had previously fell foul of the waterlogged pitches at Blyth Town FC, went ahead on the superb Astroturf surface of the Hirst Welfare.


Over 120 girls from eight of the Partnership schools battled it out in the Years 5 and 6 competition and the Years 7 and 8 competition. The standard of football was extremely good and shows how the football in this area has developed over the past few years. Both competitions were played on a “round robin” basis, with every school playing each other. This resulted in some highly competitive games, some great goals and a very high level of sportsmanship. First aid teams were on standby to treat staff and parents as the excitement reached fever pitch as the results in both competitions unfolded. It was so close in one competition that the champions were decided on goal difference. It was no place for the faint-hearted!!





YEARS 5 and 6 COMPETITION.


This was fought out between 6 of the top teams in the Blyth/Bedlington area and it proved to be the closest competition to have been seen at the Welfare since it opened 8 years ago. In the end it became a three horse race and was not decided until the final ball was kicked. Guidepost, Meadowdale and St Wilfrid’s all finished with 13 points but St Wilfrid’s took the title by virtue of their better goal difference. 


A delighted St Wilfrid’s captain collected the magnificent trophy from Paul Woodall, Partnership Development Manager for the Blyth/Bedlington SSP.





YEARS 7 and 8 COMPETITION


 The competition for the older age group featured 8 teams from 7 different schools who battled it out over 28 matches to decide who would be crowned league winners. It proved to be a game of two pitches, with pitch 1 producing a string of drawn games and only 5 goals being scored from the 14 matches played on it. Pitch 2 produced a glut of goals with 22 being scored. The league proved to be equally exciting with the final outcome going “to the wire”. The top six sides were separated by only six points and, again, it was a battle between Meadowdale and St Wilfrid’s for the honours. This time Meadowdale came out on top and took home the trophy to add to their 


Year 6 boys and Year 7 boys titles.





Competitions always produce winners and losers but, today, football was the winner and it was fantastic to see so many girls playing the game in the spirit of sportsmanship and having a lot of FUN.





Well done everyone!!


                                                                      Alan Mole (SSCO)
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